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Congratulations, Newly Licensed Dentists!
 
The Texas State Board of Dental Examiners (TSBDE) held its annual Licensing Day Expo 
event on July 1 at the Barbara Jordan Building in Austin. Over 300 new graduates stood 
in line to obtain their licenses, some arriving as early as 4:00 AM. The Capital Area 
Dental Society was there as early as 6:00 AM, handing out snack bags to the anxious 
new graduates. A reception for the newly licensed dentists was held at the Bob Bullock 
Museum just a few steps away from the event, where new dentists could grab a snack, 
visit with event sponsors and TDA department representatives, and take an updated 
headshot.
 
TDA, TDA Financial Services Insurance Program, MedPro, Care Credit, Cloud Dentistry, 
Capital Area Dental Society, Dallas County Dental Society, San Antonio District Dental 
Society, and the Greater Houston Dental Society all sponsored the event. TDA would 
like to thank the TSBDE for letting us be a part of this impactful event!  

Capital Area Dental Society executive director and 
members arrived at 6:00 AM to hand out goody bags to 
new graduates waiting in line to receive their license.

Chamberlyn Pruitt

New graduates from all over the state celebrated their accomplishment at the Licensing Day reception.

Floods Devastate Texas
Organizations Need Donations

The onslaught of heavy rain and resulting catastrophic floods on July 4, 
2025, in the Texas Hill Country resulted in at least 136 deaths, with 2 
remaining missing, at the time of this writing (July 23, 2025). 

Responders and volunteers remain in the area to continue search efforts, 
and the TDA offers a message of solidarity for the residents and victims’ 
families. 

TDA President Dr Glen Hall emailed members on July 9. 

“As an Association whose family extends beyond the profession of 
dentistry, we stand united in the face of adversity, our hearts heavy with 
sorrow for the devastating floods that have swept through the Texas Hill 
Country,” Dr Hall said. 

“To the families in Kerr, Burnet, San Saba, Travis, and Williamson 
counties who have lost loved ones, homes, and livelihoods, we 
share your grief and pain. What should have been a time of joy 
and celebration has, for many, become a time of survival and 
unimaginable loss.”

To help donate, please consider the following local and 
national organizations, per compilation by the American Dental 
Association: 

•  Kerr County Flood Relief Fund: Supports local recovery 
efforts in Kerr County. Donate at kerrcountyrelief.org or 830-
555-1234.

•  World Central Kitchen: Provides meals to those displaced by 
the floods. Donate at wck.org or 202-844-6330.

•  Ark of Highland Lakes: Supports Marble Falls, Burnet and 
surrounding areas. Donate at arkofhighlandlakes.org.

•  Salvation Army: Delivers emergency aid and provides long-
term recovery support. Donate at salvationarmyusa.org or 
1-800-725-2769.

•  TEXSAR (Texas Search and Rescue): Assists with search and 
rescue operations. Donate at texsar.org or 512-994-2574.

•  Kerrville Pets Alive: Helps animals displaced by the floods. 
Donate at kerrvillepetsalive.org or 830-555-5678.

•  American Red Cross: Offers shelter, supplies and support to 
flood victims. Donate at redcross.org or 1-800-733-2767.  

The TDA has hired a new 
executive director! 

Dr Greta Zeimetz of Fort Worth 
will join us on July 28, 2025 
bringing with her a wealth of 
knowledge and experience. 
She has previously served 
as executive director of the 
National Association of Legal 
Assistants as well as interim 
executive director for American 
Mensa. In addition, she has 
served as chief staff officer for 
the American Association of 
Professional Landmen. Welcome, 
Dr Zeimetz! 

We are eager to work 
together.  

TDA Welcomes 
New Executive 
Director



Spence Named 
Director of 
Recruitment 
and Admissions 
at Texas A&M 
University College 
of Dentistry
Dr Alicia Spence was named director of recruitment and admissions at Texas 
A&M University College of Dentistry in Dallas, after more than a decade in 
various teaching and administrative roles. Spence was tapped as interim director 
in 2024 and served on the admissions committee for several years. 

Dr Ernestine Lacy, associate dean of student affairs, praised Spence’s work ethic, 
energy and positive attitude.  

“She brings to this position needed experience, innovative ideas and 
professionalism,” Lacy said. “Dr Spence has both a sincere love of the College of 
Dentistry and a genuine care for its students and everyone at the college.” 

In Spence’s role, she travels the state to recruit students from major universities, 
including Texas A&M, the University of Texas at Austin, the University of Texas 
at Dallas and the University of North Texas. She will increase recruiting efforts 
to include Texas Tech University, the University of Texas Rio Grande Valley and 
smaller colleges and universities in person and via video conferences. 

Spence graduated in 2012 and, after working for a mobile practice treating 
geriatric patients, returned to the college as an adjunct professor in 2013 and 
as a full-time faculty member in 2014 because she wanted to help students. She 
continues to teach as a clinical assistant professor in comprehensive dentistry, 
co-founded the dental college’s Mental Health and Wellness Committee and 
mentors student researchers. 

“Our students come from all over, and I like that because they will treat patients 
from all over,” Spence said. “They will go back to all these areas of Texas that 
need them.”  

TMOM Abilene Sets New Record in Care Delivered 
with Heart
On July 18–19, Texas Mission of Mercy (TMOM) hosted its most impactful event to date in Abilene. With 
the dedication of 336 incredible volunteers, TMOM provided 6,133 individual treatments to 683 patients, 
delivering an astounding $911,885 in free dental care—a record-breaking milestone in TMOM history.

This event was more than numbers—it was a celebration of compassion, community, and the belief that 
everyone deserves access to quality oral healthcare, regardless of their circumstances. Patients traveled 
from across Texas to be seen, each carrying a unique story. We were humbled to witness so many people 
from different walks of life come together—as patients, volunteers, and supporters—united by the desire to 
help and heal.

One particular moment captured the spirit of TMOM in the most profound way. Late Friday evening, Dr Lyndi 
Smart welcomed the final patient of the day into her chair—a woman with only 6 teeth remaining. Before 
beginning treatment, Dr Smart took a moment to talk with her. In that conversation, the patient shared that 
she had stage IV lung cancer and that what mattered most to her now was to “die with beautiful teeth.”

Without hesitation, Dr Smart offered to extract the remaining 6 teeth and provide her with a full set of 
dentures—at no cost. The patient, overcome with emotion, began to cry and so did many of the volunteers 
who witnessed this incredible act of kindness. In that room, we all felt what TMOM is truly about: human 
dignity, compassion, and the power of generosity.

To Dr Smart, thank you. Your compassion reminds us why we do this work.

To every volunteer, supporter, and sponsor who made TMOM Abilene possible—thank you. This event could 
not have happened without you. Your time, energy, and spirit made a difference in hundreds of lives, and we 
are honored to do this work alongside you.

We can’t wait to be back.  

Dr Lyndi Smart treats a patient at the TMOM Abilene.

(L-R): Volunteer (unknown), Stacy Hill, Dr Lyndi Smart, TMOM Patient, Dr Lovelace, and 
Shea Woodard.

Volunteers at the Abilene TMOM, July 2025.



Component
Corner Each month, we aim to spotlight a state component society and the events happening in the area. For more 

information or to let us know what is happening in your TDA component society, please email Managing 
Editor Nicole Scott, nscott@tda.org.

SPOTLIGHT: Dallas County Dental Society 
Dallas County Dental Society: Wellness isn’t just 
physical—it’s also about community
Trading scrubs for sticky socks, member dentists came together at Pure Barre Dallas in late June 
for a posture-boosting workout and great camaraderie. Hosted by the Dallas County Dental 
Society Membership Committee, this private Pure Barre class was thoughtfully designed with 
dentists in mind. From core strength to connection, the full-body session delivered exactly 
what we hoped for—movement, motivation and meaningful moments shared together.  

From scrubs to socks our members showed up and showed out. A great way to reset recharge and 
reconnect.

Member dentists compare workout notes following the Pure Barre class

v a l u e   f o r   y o u r   p r o f e s s i o n

PERKS New Perks Partner HR&P Offers Comprehensive Payroll, 
HR Compliance, and Benefits Administration Services
A Houston-based company offering comprehensive HR, payroll, and benefits administration services tailored to each practice is TDA 
Perks Program’s newest endorsed vendor.

HR&P offers scalable and flexible administrative models, comprehensive benefits administration, regulatory compliance expertise, and 
reliable payroll tax services.

The company also has a designated support team for each discipline—including Affordable Care Act (ACA) support—and an advanced, 
proprietary Human Resource Information System (HRIS).

TDA members receive preferred pricing. For more information, please visit tdaperks.com (Insurance & HR) or call HR&P at (
281) 880-6525.  
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ATDA Awards 
Scholarships at TDA 
Meeting 2025

The annual Alliance of the TDA (ATDA) Memorial 
Endowment Scholarship Luncheon awarded 
7 deserving dental students from the 4 Texas 
dental schools with $25,200 in scholarships and 
recognized a host of distinguished guests attending. 

Heide Heath (Mrs Frank) from Greater Houston 
District Dental Alliance served as Memorial 
Committee chairperson of the ATDA Memorial 
Committee for the 2024-2025 year. The 
scholarships are awarded to deserving third-year 
students. The Alliance maintains selection criteria 
at the 4 dental schools; however, each school 
independently decides the amount to be awarded 
and the number of students selected. 

The scholarship recipients are:

UTHealth School of Dentistry Houston— 
 Andrew Samaan and Umar Malik 

UTHealth Science Center San Antonio—
 Samantha Perez and Jiahui Qi   
                      
Texas A&M University College of Dentistry Dallas— 
 Tommy Kim and Brandon Tran 

Woody L. Hunt School of Dental Medicine El Paso— 
 Adrian Tatum

Scholarship recipients who were able to attend are left to right:  Jenny Qi 
and Samantha Perez, both from UT San Antonio, Adrian Tatum from Texas 
Tech El Paso, and Umar Malik from UT Houston.

(L-R): Ms Cyd Goldfarb from Texas Tech, representing Woody L. Hunt School 
of Dental Medicine, Adrian Tatum, Jenny Qi, ATDA Memorial Committee 
Chair Heide Heath (Mrs Frank), ATDA Memorial Committee Member Denise 
Bruchmiller (Mrs Brad), and Dr Kelly Lemke, director of admissions at UT 
Health San Antonio School of Dentistry, and Samantha Perez.

ATDA Sponsors Educational 
Speaker at TDA Meeting

ATDA annually sponsors an educational speaker at the TDA 
Meeting. This year’s CE speaker was Tieraona Low Dog, MD, 
an authority on “Integrative Medicine”. 

Financial support for educational programs such as this is 
made possible through accumulated memorial donations and 
contributions in honor or memory of deceased members or 
deceased family and friends of the ATDA.  

Sitting, (L-R): Umar Malik, dental student recipient; Dr Ralph Cooley, 
assistant dean for Admission and Student Services, UT Health Dental 
School, Houston; Gloria Morales, 2024-25 ATDA President; Dr Lily Garcia, 
dean, Texas A&M College of Dentistry; Dr Nancy Cartwright, 2024-25 ATDA 
president-elect; Standing (L-R): Patty Taylor, Memorial Committee member; 
and her husband Dr Ben Taylor.

Dr Low Dog and 
Patty Taylor, 
speaker host. 


